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Energized by Worship, we reflect God’s Love in the community with acts of  
service that positively transform lives. 

Don’t  forget to see podcast of this service and pray with us.  
 www.Messiahlutheranmpls.org  

Or join us each day in a virtual prayer 
Together at  1pm each day as we pray together  

for Messiah, community and world.  

Messiah Lutheran Church January 24, 2020 
Third Sunday of Epiphany  

 "A Season of Discovering"  

Welcome 
  Call To Worship  

 O Little Town of Bethlehem  
                                   

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 
Above the deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 
  
O Holy child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; 
Oh, come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 

 
L: Christ is calling you and me as disciples! 
C: Lord Jesus, help each one of us to follow You faithfully! 
L: Christ will lead us into fields of mission and service—and will always be with us! 
C: Lord Jesus, where You lead us, we will go! 
L: May we each listen for Christ’s call! 
C: Lord Jesus—help us to hear You and be ready to serve! 
ALL: AMEN! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fchristlife.org%2Fchristlife-series%2Fdiscovering-christ&psig=AOvVaw1GpW8SMl3KyEEFFoYvewtX&ust=1611272583545000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPi9sKXYq-4CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 
 
 
 
 

Opening Ourselves to God and to One Another 
Leader: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
Leader: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 
we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 
 
Leader: Most merciful God, 
 
Congregation: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
Leader: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

Hearing The Word 
 

First Reading                                                              (See Insert) Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
 
 
Children's Message:                     Therese Salber 
 
 
 

 
 
Gospel                                                                                                 Mark 1:14-20 

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 
15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 
believe in the good news.” 
 
  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow 
me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and 
followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother 
John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they 
left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
 

Here in this Place 
  Here in this place the new light is streaming, Now is the darkness vanished away; 
 See in this space our fears and our dreaming, Brought here to you in the light of this 
 day. 
 Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
 Call to us now, and we shall awaken, we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
 We are the young, our lives are a myst’ry, We  are the  old who yearn for your face; 
 We have been sung throughout all of hist’ry,  
 Called to be light to the whole human race. 
 Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
 Give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, give us the courage to enter the song. 
 
 Here we will take the wine and the water, Here we will take the bread of new birth, 
              Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, Call us anew to be salt for the 
earth. 
 Give us to drink the wine of compassion, give us to eat the bread that is you; 
 Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion, Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 
 Not in the dark of buildings confining, not in some heaven, light years away  
 here in this place the new light is shining, now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 
 Gather us in and hold us forever, gather us in and make us your own; 
 gather us in, all peoples together, fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 



The Good News of Jesus Christ    C:  Praise to you O Christ 
 

Sermon   
Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting AMEN 

 
 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to 
their needs.  

 
 

 

Great is Your Mercy 
Verse 1 
 Great is your mercy towards me 
 Your loving kindness towards me 
 Your tender mercy I see 
 Day after day 
Verse 2 
 Forever faithful towards me 
 Always providing for me 
 Great is your mercy towards me 
 Great is your grace 
 (help me sing, help me sing) 
Verse 1 
 Great is your mercy towards me 
 Your loving kindness towards me 
 Your tender mercy towards me 
 Day after day  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, They kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
Forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Coming To Our Lord’s Table 
 

Holy Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood — The Bread and the Wine 
Everyone will commune themselves with the presider   

  
                   

      Sending into the World 

 
 

Announcements  
Benediction: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  

 
 
 
 

Thanks to: 
Reader: Vanita  Cleaves 
Music: Deb Brown, Brian Ziemniak, Sam Brown, & Bruce A. Henry 
Technician: Lokho Ali 
Children’s Sermon: Therese Salber 
Sermon: Pastor Tom Gustafson 



Go Tell It On The Mountain 

 
Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!  
 
1 While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, behold, throughout 
the heavens there shone a holy light. [Refrain]  

 
2 The shepherds feared and trembled when, lo! above the earth rang out the angel 
chorus that hailed our Savior‘s birth. [Refrain]  
 
3 Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born; and God sent us salvation 
that blessed Christmas morn. [Refrain]  

AS YOU LEAVE TODAY,  please take a moment to meet, greet and shake hands with some-
one new or someone you’d like to know better. 

WHEN THE WORSHIP IS OVER, THE SERVICE BEGINS! 
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