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Messiah Lutheran Church January 17, 2020 
Second Sunday of Epiphany  

 "Living in the Light of Christ"  

Welcome 
  Call To Worship  

O Come All Ye Faithful: Rachel Holder Hennig 
                                   

Verse 1 
 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 
 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; come and behold him, 
 born the king of angels: 
Refrain 
 O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 
 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
Verse 2 
 The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 
 born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; Son of the Father 
 now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 
Verse 3 
 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! Glory to God 
 in the highest:  Refrain 
Verse 4 
 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 
 Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! Word of the Father, 
 now in flesh appearing:  Refrain  
  

: We gather to worship God! 
C: Who creates us and loves us! 
L: Who gifts us with diversity and makes us for community! 
C: Who gifts us with Jesus Christ to show us how to live! 
L: Who calls and inspires all people of all ages, 
C: to seek justice, share power, and to live together in love and justice and 
equality! 
L: Who invites us to join the struggle for wholeness and wellbeing for all, 
C: and Whose Presence, Grace, and Love sustain us in our living! 
L: We gather to worship God! 
C: To God be all Glory and Honor and Praise! 
ALL: AMEN! THANKS BE TO GOD! 



 
 

Opening Ourselves to God and to One Another 
Pastor: Today—on this Martin Luther King Weekend—gathered together as God’s 
People— striving for a living and active faith in God—believing and trusting and 
claiming that God has the very best in mind for each one of us—let us pause for a 
moment to take a personal accounting of our lives. 
Congregation: Gracious God, we know that when we are honest about things—that 
we have often not lived as Your people. We have reached for and even chased after 
things that are temporary—things that wear out, or go out of style, or we grow 
tired of—even while Your Abundant and Eternal Gifts that never go out of style 
slip through our fingers. Forgive us, Lord God, when we have turned our backs on 
You and on one another and have gone our own way. God we pray that You would 
help us—by faith—to turn to You and to seek first Your Kingdom and all its 
Righteousness, and then—by faith—to trust You for everything—and we mean 
everything! Lord God, today when we think about Dr. Martin Luther King calling 
us to who we are—Beloved Community in Christ—we know that we, and our 
country, and this world, are in need of Your Steadfast Love, and Justice, and 
Righteousness. We are in need of the Abundant Community and Abundant Life 
that only Jesus can offer. Help us to be people who fill these roles—as best as we’re 
able. And Lord, while we’re doing these things, help us to claim Your Promise that 
You are always with us with Your Blessings, Your Grace, and Your Calling to 
Abundant Life. And help us to invite others to “Come and See” this Abundant Life 
in Christ! And it’s in Christ’s Name we pray. Amen. 

 
Leader: Church! Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 
weight and sin—and everything that separates us from God, and from one another, and 
even from ourselves—and then let us hear this Good News! God is calling YOU—to 
grow in the Grace and Knowledge of Jesus! God is calling YOU—to grow as God’s 
Beloved Child! God is calling YOU—to believe, and to trust, and to claim the Abundant 
Life in Christ! Sisters and Brothers, I declare to you that in Christ--you are Forgiven! 
You are Restored! You are Redeemed! You are Loved! 
 
Everyone: THANKS BE TO GOD! AMEN! 
 
 

Hearing The Word 
 

First Reading                                                              (See Insert) Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  
 
 

 
 

 
 
Children's Message:         Pastor Louise Britts 
 
Gospel                                                                                                  John 1:43-51  

43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 
me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also 
the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus 
saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom 
there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus 
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you 
believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things 
than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and 
the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”  
 
The Good News of Jesus Christ    C:  Praise to you O Christ 

 

Here I am Lord: Deb Brown & Briaz Ziemniak 
 “I the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 
 All who dwell in deepest sin my hand will save. 
 I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 
 Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?” 
REFRAIN: 
 Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?. I have heard you calling in the night. 
 I will go, Lord, if you lead me., I will hold your people in my heart. 
 
 “I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people’s pain. 
 I have wept for love of them. They turn away. 
 I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. 
 I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send?” 
REFRAIN 
 “I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 
 I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. 
 Finest break I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. 
 I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?” 



 
 
Sermon                          Pastor Tom Gustafason  
 

We Are Called: Bruce A. Henry 
Chorus 
 And give to Him undying devotion. Our full adoration 
 That He may be pleased. To set our hearts 
 On this one endeavor. To worship forever His majesty 
Verse 1 
 We are called to be a royal priesthood 
 That will minister to God 
 Declare the wisdom of His ways 
 Exalt His character in praise 
 We are called to yield unto the Spirit 
 That He may form in us 
 The beauty of the life of Jesus 
 We're called to bear His presence 
 And manifest His glory 
 Called to feel His heart 
 And know authority 
Verse 2 
 We are called to keep the Father's word 
 And meditate upon 
 The loveliness of Jesus Christ 
 And offer praise our sacrifice 
 Our worship is responding 
 To the revelations of His name 
 Bringing pleasure unto Him 
 Whose heart is broken over sin 
 We're called to yield our minds 
 Our body soul and spirit 
 Worship Him the way 
 He wants to hear it 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting AMEN 

 
 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to 
their needs.  

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, They kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
Forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

Announcements  
Benediction: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  

 
 
 
 

Thanks to: 
Reader: Noelani Smith 
Music: Rachel Holder Hennig, Brian Ziemniak, & Bruce A. Henry 
Technician: Lokho Ali 
Children’s Sermon: Pastor Louise Britts 
Sermon: Dr.Martin Luther King Jr. 



Freedom is Coming: Bruce A. Henry  
 

 Freedom is coming, freedom is coming, freedom is coming oh yes I know, 
 Freedom is coming, freedom is coming, freedom is coming oh yes I know 
 Oh yes I know, oh yes I know, oh yes I know 
 
 Jesus is coming, Jesus is coming, Jesus is coming, oh yes I know 
 Jesus is coming, Jesus is coming, Jesus is coming, oh yes I know 
 Oh yes I know, oh yes I know, oh yes I know 

AS YOU LEAVE TODAY,  please take a moment to meet, greet and shake hands with some-
one new or someone you’d like to know better. 

WHEN THE WORSHIP IS OVER, THE SERVICE BEGINS! 


