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Energized by Worship, we reflect God’s Love in the community with acts of  
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Messiah  June 21, 2020 
Welcome  

 
The Grace and Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and Fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 Call To Worship 
L: The Lord listens to us in times of trouble and joy. 
P: We call out to the Lord when our hearts are afraid. 
L: And God will not turn away from us. 
P: We call out to the Lord in times of trouble                                   
L: And God calms the waters and fills us with courage. 
P: We call out to the Lord in such a time as this.                             
L: and God says I am here; follow me.             
  
 

Opening Ourselves to God and to One Another 
 

Pastor:  Gracious and loving God, come to us in our fears and frustrations. Hear our cry 
O Lord as we bow low confessing our sin to You. 
 
 
 
 

Blest Be the Tie That Binds  
 Blest be the tie that binds Our hearts in Christian love; 
 The unity of heart and mind Is like to that above. 
 
 Before our Father’s throne We pour our ardent prayers; 
 Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, Our comforts and our cares. 
 
 We share our mutual woes, Our mutual burdens bear, 
 And often for each other flows The sympathizing tear. 
 
 From sorrow, toil, and pain, And sin we shall be free; 
 And perfect love and friendship reign Through all eternity. 



 
 
Congregation: Lord, we are so beaten down by life. We shrink away from your 
light overshadowed by fear. We turn our backs on loving others because we do not 
want to be hurt or oppressed. Our anger and frustration can turn us into negative 
agents of change not disciples of Christ.  Sometimes we are uncomfortable with 
change even if it will bring forth Your justice. We have fear knowing in Love there 
can be no fear, fear is cast out by You.  Please forgive us, Lord. Cast away our fear. 
Heal and restore us to wholeness and hope. Give us courage to be your disciples. 
We ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN. 
 
Words of Assurance 
Pastor: Jesus does not say that discipleship is easy. But we do not do it alone.  Jesus 
walks before us leading the way. Receive God’s forgiveness, Receive God’s Love.  Be 
Healed in the Spirit. AMEN!         

 
Hearing The Word 

First Reading                                                                                         Jeremiah 20:7-13  
 
7 O Lord, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have overpowered me, and you 
have prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone   mocks me. 8For 
whenever I speak, I must cry out, I must shout, “Violence and destruction!” For the  

Abide with Me 
 Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. The darkness deepens;  
 Lord, with me abide. When other helpers fail and comforts flee,  
 Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me. 
 
 I need thy presence ev’ry passing hour; What but thy grace can foil the 
 tempter’s pow’r? Who like thyself my guide and stay can be? Through 
 cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me. 
 
 I fear no foe, with thee at hand to bless; Ills have no weight, and tears no 
 bitterness. Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? I triumph 
 still, if thou abide with me! 

 
word of the Lord has become for me a reproach and derision all day long. 9If I say, “I 
will not mention him, or speak any more in his name,” then within me there is something 
like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 
10For I hear many whispering: “Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us denounce 
him!” All my close friends are watching for me to stumble. “Perhaps he can be enticed, 
and we can prevail against him, and take our revenge on him.” 11But the Lord is with me 
like a dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not prevail. 
They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their eternal dishonor will never 
be forgotten. 12O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous, you see the heart and the mind; 
let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. 13Sing to 
the Lord; praise the Lord! For he has delivered the life of the needy 
from the hands of evildoers. Thus Ends our reading     C) Thanks be to God 
 
Children's Message                            Pastor Tom Gustafson 
 
Gospel                                                                                        Matthew 10:24-39  
  
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the 
master; 25it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. 
If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign 
those of his household! 26“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not 
be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. 27What I say to you in the 
dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28Do 
not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy 
both soul and body in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them 
will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30And even the hairs of your head are all 
counted. 31So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32“Everyone 
therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father 
in heaven; 33but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in 
heaven.  34“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to 
bring peace, but a sword. 35For I have come to set a man against his father, and a 
daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36and 
one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 37Whoever loves father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is 
not worthy of me; 38and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy 
of me. 39Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake 
will find it.”  
The Good News of Jesus Christ    C:  Praise to you O Christ 

 
 
 



 
Sermon                                                                                                 Pastor Louise Britts 

Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting AMEN 

 
Prayers of the People 

Let us pray to our risen Savior on behalf of the Church, the world, and all people 
according to their need.               A brief silence 
 
Gracious God, we thank you for this gift of this day, for the gift of Community in Christ, 
and for calling each one of us—by name—to a life of Abundance as a part of the Body 
of Christ in this world. Though we are separated for now by this current reality of the 
Covid-19 virus, we know that no virus, or anything else in all creation will be able to 
separate us from Your Love. Lord God, we heard today that You know every sparrow— 

Have No Fear, Little Flock  
 Have no fear, little flock; Have no fear, little flock, 
 For the Father has chosen To give you the Kingdom;  
 Have no fear, little flock! 
 
 Have good cheer, little flock; Have good cheer, little flock, 
 For the Father will keep you In his love forever;  
 Have good cheer, little flock! 
 
 Praise the Lord high above; Praise the Lord high above, 
 For he stoops down to heal you, Uplift and restore you 
 ; Praise the Lord high above! 
 
 Thankful hearts raise to God; Thankful hearts raise to God, 
 For he stays close beside you, In all things works with you;  
 Thankful hearts raise to God! 

 
and we know that You know us, and seek us, and Love us Infinitely and Eternally. And 
Loving God, we know that it is Your Love that binds us all together—whether we are 
separated or not. 
Lord, in Your Mercy.  C: Hear our prayer. 
 
We also heard today, Lord God, “So do not be afraid;”. And Lord, sometimes it seems 
that we have many things to fear—fear about what the future may hold, fear for our 
loved ones, fear of not measuring up, fear of continued social distancing, fear for our 
health—among others. Lord—please—help us to know and believe and claim that 
whatever fears we have—that they do not define who we are—but the Good News we 
heard today is that Your Love for each one of us is so much greater than any fear. It is 
Your Love which defines who we are—Your Beloved Children! So right now, Lord 
God, we leave all our fears and stresses and anxieties and regrets with You—and we rise 
from these things as Your Forgiven and Free people! Thanks be to God  
Lord, in Your Mercy.  C: Hear our prayer. 
 
 
Heavenly Father, we have been “Saying the Name” of our Sisters and Brothers of color 
who have been violently killed. We’ve been saying their names to remember them and 
honor them and bless their memories among us—even as we pray that these violent acts 
never happen again. We now say the names of those in our midst whom we lift up for 
Blessing and Healing. We pray for Brice, Sandy, Joyce, Judy, Pr. Louise, Merle, Mark, 
Susan, Sergio, Evelyn, James, Maxine, Tina, Shaneta, Deonta, Catherine, Nancy, Tony, 
Diane, and Phillip Mundy. Lord God, on this Father’s Day we pray for all Fathers—and 
for those who are Father-figures. Bless them in this high calling You’ve given to them, 
and help them to know that You are with them ALWAYS as they live out their lives. 
We also pray, Lord God, for our homes, families, and neighborhoods. We pray for an 
end to racism and that all people are treated justly and fairly and safely—and with 
respect and dignity. We lift up to You the ministry of Messiah, of the Community 
Bridge, and of SummerPlace which will be in session in July. Lord God we pray for an 
end to this Covid-19 pandemic, and that each one of us will do what we can to defeat 
this coronavirus. 
 
Now we take a moment for everyone to add your own prayers:   
Lord, in Your Mercy.  Hear our prayer.  
 
Dear God, today and always, we thank You for our families and friends. Please bless 
them and be with them. We pray for those who lack family and friends. We thank You 
for food—and we pray for those who lack enough food. We thank You for enough 
clothing—while we pray for those who need adequate clothing. And Lord we thank You 
for shelter—a place to call home—and we pray for those who would love stable housing  



 
and a place that feels like home. Today we ask, O God, that You help each one of us to 
live out Your Love, and Your Justice, and Your Righteousness—each in our own way—
in this world.  
Lord, in Your Mercy. C: Hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen! 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, They kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive those who trespass against us; 
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
Forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Announcements  

 
Benediction: The Lord Bless and Keep you.  The Lord let His face shine upon you and 
be merciful.  The Lord look upon you and grant you peace. Alleluia, alleluia.  

Amazing Grace 
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound, That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; Was blind, but now I see. 
 
 
‘Twas Grace that taught my heart to fear, And Grace my fears re-lieved; 
How precious did that Grace appear The hour I first believed! 
 
 
My chains are gone, I’ve been set free, My God, my Savior has ransomed me! 
And like a flood His mercy rains; Unending love, Amazing Grace! 
 
 
The Lord has promised good to me; His Word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be As long as life endures. Chorus 
  
 

 
Thanks to: 

Reader: Hakeem Smith 
Music: Deb Holmes 
Technician: Lokho Ali 
Children’s Sermon: Pastor Tom Gustafson 
Sermon: Pastor Louise Britts 
 

 

AS YOU LEAVE TODAY,  please take a moment to meet, greet and shake hands with some-
one new or someone you’d like to know better. 

WHEN THE WORSHIP IS OVER, THE SERVICE BEGINS! 


