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Energized by Worship, we reflect God’s Love in the community with acts of  

service that positively transform lives. 

Don’t  forget to see podcast of this service and pray with us.  
 It will be posted by Sunday 9 am on www.Messiahlutheranmpls.org  

website. Or join us each day in a virtual prayer 
Together at  1pm each day as we pray together  

for Messiah, community and world.  

Messiah Worship   
Dry Bones: Come alive 

 
March 29, 2020  FIFTH  Sunday in Lent 
Welcome to Messiah! May the worship be uplifting and inspiring and everyone so 
friendly and caring that you consider calling Messiah home. May the Holy Spirit come 
help us create God’s beloved community here with and among us. Please call and talk 
with Pastor Britts or Pr. Tom at 612-871-8831 to share thoughts and ideas, including how 
you can be part of Messiah’s ministry. 
 
OPENING HYMN:   Breathe on me Breath of God 
 
The Grace and Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and Fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

Call to Worship 

L.  Coming from places that have seen better days, 

P.  God bids us to celebrate this day, a day full of new possibilities. 

L. Coming with our breath taken away by grief and fear 

P.  The Holy Spirit calls us to open ourselves to the breath of new life,                        L. 

Coming with our breath taken away by uncertainty and chaos                                                    

P. The Holy Spirit calls us to breathe in new life renewing our connection with God 

     and with one another. 

L. Coming to worship seeking a hope that will give us Courage for  this day. 

P. The Spirit of God says rise up and live. Amen 

Opening ourselves to God 

P:  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  C :  Amen 

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no                   
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. C:   Amen 

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

P: Most merciful God,  C:   we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 



have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart: we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen 

Words of Assurance 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives 
us all our sins. In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit, you 
are forgiven. C:   AMEN. 

.                        Scripture  and Reflection                                             
Scripture  Ezekiel 37: 1-14 

Breathe on me Breath of God 

The Eternal had a hold on me,  and I couldn’t escape it. 
The divine wind of the Eternal One picked me up 
and set me down in the middle of the valley, 
but this time it was full of bones. 
God led me through the bones. 
There were piles of bones everywhere in the valley— 
dry bones left unburied. 
  
Son of man, do you think these bones can live? 
  
Eternal Lord, certainly You know the answer better than I do. 
  
I do.  Prophesy to these bones. 
Tell them to listen to what the Eternal Lord says to them: 
“Dry bones, I will breathe breath into you, 
and you will come alive. 
I will attach muscles and tendons to you, 
cause flesh to grow over them 
and cover you with skin. 
I will breathe breath into you,  and you wlll come alive. 
After this happens,  you will know that I am the Eternal.” 
  
 

 
 

So I did what God told me to do: I prophesied to the bones. 
As I was speaking, I heard a loud noise— 
a rattling sound— 
and all the bones began to come together and form complete skeletons. 
I watched and saw muscles and tendons attach to the bones, 
flesh grow over them, 
and skin wrap itself around the reforming bodies. 
But there was still no breath in them. 
  
Prophesy to the breath. 
Speak, son of man, and tell them what the Eternal Lord has to say: 
“O sweet breath, come from the four winds 
and breathe into these who have been killed. 
Make these corpses come alive.” 
  
So I did what God told me to do: 
I prophesied to the breath. 
As I was speaking, breath invaded the lifeless. 
The bodies came alive and stood on their feet. 
I realized then I was looking at a great army. 
  
Son of man, these bones are the entire community of Israel. 
They keep saying, “Our bones are dry now, picked clean by scavengers. 
All hope is gone.  Our nation is lost.” 
  
He told me to prophesy and tell them what He said. 
  
Pay attention, My people! 
I am going to open your graves and bring you back to life! 
I will carry you straight back to the land of Israel. 
Then you will know that I am the Eternal One. 
I will breathe My Spirit into you,  and you will be alive once again. 
I will place you back in your own land. 
After that you will know I, the Eternal, 
have done what I said I would do. 
  
~ taken from The Voice Bible translation of Scripture, copyright © 2012 Thomas Nel-
son, Inc. http://www.hearthevoice.com/ 
  



 Sermon by Pastor Louise Britts  

 

                                      Prayers of the People 

 L. Gracious God—we have come this far by faith—leaning on You Lord God! And we 
know that our hearts are restless until they find their rest in You! We pray, O God, that 
each day—and especially in these days of COVID-19—that You would help us find the 
rest, comfort, encouragement, joy, hope, life that only comes from You. Give us the 
wisdom and boldness and courage, and faith to always seek first Your Kingdom and all 
it’s Righteousness, and to trust in You for everything! Lord, in Your Mercy,                 
C.    Hear our prayer. 

L. Lord God, as You brought life to that valley of dry bones, we thank You for bringing 
life to all our lives. We may think that this current reality of COVID-19 is like a valley 
of dry bones, but Lord as You told Ezekiel to speak to those bones, may how we live 
our lives speak to this coronavirus valley—that this virus will never have the last 
word—but that You, O God, with Your Love and Blessings and Grace and Life will 
have the Last Word. Thank You God, for Your Forever Presence in all parts of our 
lives.  Lord, in Your Mercy.    C.  Hear our prayer. 

L. Heavenly Father, there are people and situations that are on our hearts and minds in 
special ways in these days: James, Evelyn, Mark, Merle, Joyce, Brice, Sandy, Judy, 
Maxine, Don, Diane, Nancy, Tina, Tony. We also pray for the ministry of Messiah, and 
all levels of government that just, wise, and healthy decisions are made. Loving God, 
we pray for a quick end to this COVID-19 virus pandemic. Please now observe a time 
of silence for your own prayers. 

L . God of all life—be with us as we venture out into this new week. Help us to be dili-
gent in caring for ourselves, watching out for others, being people of prayer—and trust-
ing in You. And each day, Gracious God, we claim what Paul wrote in Philippians 4:7 
“And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.” Lord, in Your Mercy.    C. Hear our prayer. 

L. Into Your Hand, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your    
Mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 

done, On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, As we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into tempta-
tion, But deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  AMEN 

Announcements 

Benediction:  The Lord Bless and Keep you , The Lord let his face shine down upon 
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and grant you peace.  

 

                                          Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 

Closing Hymn: Beneath  th e Cross of jesu s 

1 Beneath the cross of Jesus 
I long to take my stand; 
the shadow of a mighty rock 
within a weary land, 
a home within a wilderness, 
a rest upon the way, 
from the burning of the noontide heat 
and the burdens of the day. 

2 Upon the cross of Jesus, 
my eye at times can see 
the very dying form of one 
who suffered there for me. 
And from my contrite heart, with tears, 
two wonders I confess: 
the wonder of his glorious love 
and my unworthiness. 

. 

3 I take, O cross, your shadow 
for my abiding place; 
I ask no other sunshine 
than the sunshine of his face; 
content to let the world go by, 
to know no gain nor loss, 
my sinful self my only shame, 
my glory all, the cross.  



1 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
fill me with life anew, 
that I may love the way you love, 
and do what you would do. 

2 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
until my heart is pure, 
until my will is one with yours, 
to do and to endure. 

3 Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
so shall I never die, 
but live with you the perfect life for all eternity. 


